
    MOORFOOT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Representing the Midlothian Villages of Borthwick, Carrington, 

 North Middleton &Temple, 
together with  the surrounding landward area up to the Moorfoot Hills  

MCC MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 2nd June 2021, ‘zoom’ meeting 
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Present:  
Mali Purkayastha (MP) Chair 
Joanna McGrath (JMcG) Secretary  
Kayleigh Morris (KM) Assistant Secretary  
Lorna Crook (LC) Minutes secretary 
Lynne Morris (LM) Treasurer  
Samantha Paterson (SP)  
Fraser Jervis (FJ)  
Louisa Wilson (LW), N. Middleton resident and CC rep on Midlothian Roads 
and Paths group (MTrap) 

Action

1.1

Apologies:  
Kerrie Bennett (KB) Social Secretary 
Paul McGrath (PMcG) 
Gillian Cousin (GC), Midlothian Council  
PC Jason McFarlane (PC JMcF) Community Officer for Moorfoot, 
Gorebridge and Newtongrange
Cllr Cath Johnstone (Cllr CJ)

2
Approval of May Minutes: 
MP approved the minutes, J McG seconded.

2.1

Matters arising: 
Item 4 NWH query. LW has made contact but is awaiting a reply from Ricky 
Ray. She will request a meeting when contact made. 

Item 5 Carcant Panel  LC reported that there had been two applications for 
the vacant position. Malcolm Jack had suggested a short interview, himself 
and LC, with each applicant to allow a clear decision with reasons to be 
reached. With CC approval, LC will contact MJ to arrange.

LW 

LC
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Police Report:  
A report was received from PC J McFarlane for May and this is attached. 
MP had reported the off road bikes. These were being driven with no 
identifiers. FJ clarified that this type of vehicle would need to register to be 
driven on roads. 
SP reported that there had been an attempted break in at N Middleton in 
recent days. There would appear to have been suspicious vehicles spotted and 
FJ was able to get details of them. 
From comments made on the police reports, it is obvious that CCTV evidence 
is vital to help the police. However we should all be aware that there is 
suspect activity in the area.

4

Constitution Amendments: There were no comments or objections to the 
amendments proposed. MP will now have the amended constitution 
documents signed by herself, JMcG and LM and send to GC for Council 
approval. 
It is agreed that we shall hold our AGM at the August meeting. LM queried 
having the accounts audited. SP offered to ask a contact who could do this.

MP

5

Planning update:  
Redheugh West  
Could we all look at this application and in particular the roads connecting 
onto the B704, Dalhousie Road. 
Comments are required very soon for MP to make objection/comment to 
planning. 

Lady Brae/Mossend housing (21/00252/PPP) 
Application for planning permission in principle for residential development 
and associated works at land at Stobs Farm, Lady Brae, Gorebridge 
This is in the Moorfoot area and is proposed development in the countryside, 
rather than land already designated for housing. Could we all look at the pro-
posal and submit comments to MP as soon as possible for her to submit an 
objection/ comments to planning. 

all 

all 



6

New High School in Gorebridge:  

LC reported there had been nothing further on this except that it was being 
said that consultation would not start till 2022/23, although the completed 
build is still expected by 2025. 

The site for the school has not been decided, and there appear to be three sites 
different parties are keen on 

• Old Greenhall HS site, perhaps using the St Andrews PS land if that school 
shuts - more land would be required. 

• Redheugh land designated for industrial/retail use towards Toll Garage. 

• Gore Complex, sports area where the Gala Days are held. 
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Skyrora  Community Liaison Plan: 
MP had had a meeting with the group to discuss the Community Liaison Plan 
which was all very amicable. Quarterly meetings will be held when the firing 
schedule will be made available. This will be well advertised both on site and 
hopefully on our facebook page. 
The lighting on the site will be filtered and screened to avoid spill over the 
surrounding area. There will be 24/7 security on site. There will be a clear 
complaints procedure. 
The Skyrora group are keen to have community engagement and GC has 
passed on contacts for involving schools. It is hoped there will be an open day 
once the facility is in place. Firing is unlikely before October. 
LC asked about safely filing the information about the planning conditions. 
MP, with KB’s help, will investigate secure digital folders. MP
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MTRaP update: 
FJ  and LW had attended. 
FJ spoke of two discussion points that dominate the meetings.  
Firstly the fact that Midlothian has no access officer and desperately needs 
one, even on a part-time basis. Land owners are blocking access to users such 
as horse riders and nothing is being done to address this. Other Council areas 
all have at least one. LC mentioned that this is also being brought up at 
Federation meetings and Paul Johnson had been asking for specific examples. 
Secondly, the group are talking about the possible 20mph speed restriction 
across all towns and villages of Midlothian. This would seem to still be at 
consultation level. FJ has asked that a member of the MTRaP group have 
representation on this consultation. 
FJ spoke of how 20mph restrictions would only work with physical barriers in 
place to slow traffic. 
CC asked how the idea of stickers for N Middleton was progressing and it 
seems this idea has stalled. It was suggested we ask CllrJM how the proposed 
improvements to the village entrance were doing.  
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Federation Meeting: LC attended. 
Minutes are available to read.  
Some discussion took place on returning to face-to-face meetings and there is 
a thought that alternate meetings might still be on Zoom as it allowed people 
to attend who otherwise couldn’t. Discussion of a hybrid model led to the 
conclusion it would be expensive to fund the necessary equipment. 

On planning, Paul is working on having a training event. 
Robert Hogg spoke of the big planning application that spans Gorebridge, 
Mayfield and Newtongrange and that the three CCs are meeting. He was 
interested in the conditions laid down on a large Bonnyrigg plan and possibly 
using this to help organise their objections/comments. 
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Cllrs reports: None received
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Chair report: 
MP had been in correspondence with John Goffin about the proposed changes 
at Gladhouse. The process to have a new bye-law will not be quick. There 
have been resident objections to the proposed car park. This will cost in the 
region of £20,000 but is considered an essential part of the plan to make 
roadside parking illegal. 
The residents would like the CC to support their objections. We were asking 
to have JMcG on the working party but it now seems this group might have 
broken up. Might it need a Development Trust to progress the work? MP 
suggested JMcG approach John Goffin directly about joining the working 
group. JMcG
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Village Reports: 
Temple - The second Temple Old Kirk workshop went well with an 
enthusiastic group of about 12 attending. Next workshops will be held in June 
19th, 20th. Details will be on the Facebook page. 
Notice Boards across the Moorfoot area  LM and SP have been 
investigating. As suspected the prices for these are very expensive (£1000 
each) LM has asked a local joiner for a quote. SP has looked at other villages 
in Midlothian who would seem to be much better served and plans to use a 
contact on the Council to ask questions. Could business sponsoring be a way 
forward? SP and LM plan to submit an application to our three Midlothian 
Cllrs to see if we could raise some money that way. 
N Middleton - JMcG noted that new dog waste bins had been installed on 
Cleugh Road. 
KM asked on behalf of a young resident how the pump track was progressing. 
LW has since sent the following: 
Report including the outcome of the consultation was completed and submit-
ted for a meeting of the Capital Plan and Asset Management Board scheduled 
for 8 June 2021.  

Approval of the report by this committee would mean the next stage is pro-
curement and preparing tender documents for this process.  

We now have another project in Roslin for a similar facility within their park 
and we are inclined at this stage to prepare tenders for both projects simul-
taneously. 

They are hoping to complete this project in financial year 2021/2022. 

SP 
and 
LM

x-apple-data-detectors://0
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AOCB: 
Type of meetings and our AGM 
The CC spoke of how future meetings might be held with pros and cons for 
both Zoom and our pre-covid village hall meetings. Might we alternate? 
MP suggested that for the possible snowy winter months we could use Zoom. 

Discussing our next meeting in August, which will include our AGM, we 
decided to try for a face-to-face meeting in N Middleton Village Hall - small 
meeting room. LM will try to pre-book. Audited accounts and a Chairman’s 
report would be required.

LM
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Date of Next Meeting, which will be our AGM  

 Wed 4th August 2021 at 7pm  meeting details to be sent


