
    MOORFOOT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Representing the Midlothian Villages of Borthwick, Carrington, 

 North Middleton &Temple, 
together with  the surrounding landward area up to the Moorfoot Hills  

AGM of MCC HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th February 2020, in Temple Village Hall 
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Present:  
CC - Malcolm Spaven (MS) Chair, Mali Purkayastha (MP) Secretary,  Rosemary 
Newlands (RN) Treasurer, Lorna Crook (LC) Minutes secretary, 
 Kate Buxton (KB), John Scott (JS) and Mary Reid (MR) 

Cllrs Catherine Johnston (CJ) and Jim Muirhead (JM) 
Gillian Cousin (GC), Midlothian Council 

Action

1.1
Apologies: Emma Softley (ES) 
PC Brian McGuff 

2 Approval of February 2019 AGM Minutes: 
JS approved and KB seconded
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CHAIR’S REPORT 

In the past year Moorfoot Community Council’s activities have included: 

Temple Old Kirk 

Work has continued with the Council and the Temple community to agree 
on a suitable scope of works to preserve the ruined church.  It became 
evident through the year that the best solution was for Temple residents to 
form a body that could raise funds on a charitable basis.  Since the Com-
munity Council cannot have charitable status or a significant fund-raising 
role, it will no longer function as the reporting/co-ordination body.  I would 
like to thank Andy Matthews for his hard work and perseverance in push-
ing for a practical and deliverable plan to preserve the church. 

Defibrillators 

Installation of defibrillators has been completed in Carrington, North 
Middleton and Temple.  

Planning 

MCC objected to the change of use of the Leith’s Middleton Quarry site to 
an engineering contractors’ yard. Leith’s appeal was rejected but they ap-
pear to be continuing to use the site without planning permission. 

MCC and Tynewater Community Council have engaged with the de-
velopers of the Wull Muir wind farm to discuss possible community own-
ership schemes for the wind farm.  MCC decided not to respond to con-
sultation on the planning application, which was refused by Scottish Bor-
ders Council on 3rd February and is now expected to go to appeal. 

MCC also decided not to provide any further comment on the Gilston Hill 
wind farm, which is now in its second appeal.  MCC objected to the ori-
ginal planning application on visual impact grounds. 

Gladhouse Reservoir visitor management 
After a summer of problems with litter, tree damage, fires, inconsiderate 
parking and anti-social behaviour around Gladhouse Reservoir, MCC 
called a meeting of interested parties including the Council, Scottish Wa-
ter, local estates and residents and the police to discuss ways of man-
aging the increase in visitors.  There is much interest in establishing a 
warden scheme. A further meeting will be held in spring. 

JS approved this report and KB seconded 



4

MOORFOOT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Treasurer’s Report  

(1st February 2019 to 5th February 2020) 

Income during year 

Grants £300.00 (Midlothian Council)                                                     £350.00 

Foundation Scotland (for micro grants)                                                 £300.00 

Borthwick Castle (for Defibrillator fund)                                               £250.00 

Miller Homes (for Defibrillator fund)                                                     £250.00 

WRI donation (for Defibrillator fund)                                                      £50.00                           

                                                                                Total Income     £1,200.00 

Expenses during year 

Grants paid out £300.00 

• North Middleton Crafty Fingers          £150.00                                                                

• Moorfoot PT Group                            £150.00 

• Broadband                                        £120.00                            £420.00 

Temple Village Hall Rent (3 x £20.00)                                                     £60.00 

Carrington Village Hall (3 x £30.00)                                                        £90.00 

North Middleton Hall (7 x 13.50)                                                             £94.50 

Expenses for Newsletter (Printing £84.00)                                               £84.00 

Other expenses (E Softly £18.00)                                                            £18.00 

Defibrillator Expenses (Electrician)                                                    £1,245.50 

                                                                              Total Expenses    £2,012.00 

Balance in bank on 1st February 2019 was £3,070.96 

[£3,070.96 + £1,200.00 - £2,012.00 = £2,258.96] 

Total balance in bank on 5th February 2020 is £2,298.96 (two cheques still not 
banked for £20.00 to Temple Village Hall) gives true balance of £2,258.96 

(Reserved: £1,299.50) (Unreserved: £959.46) 

Rosie Newlands,  
Treasurer,  
Moorfoot Community Council                                                                                                
5th February 2020                                              
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Election of CC members and office bearers: 

Reminder that we will be holding elections for CC members at our April meeting. 

Publicity material and full details of how to be nominated will be distributed after 
our March meeting. 

Office bearers will be elected at our May meeting. 
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Date of NextAGM:  

 Wed 3rd February 2021





LPPs A Scottish Community Declaration  

This is a statement written by a group of community councillors who met at a learning exchange 
workshop in Kinlochard. During the workshop they shared experiences of working on their own 
community, local or life plans, which were done prior to the legislation which supposedly enables 
communities to draw up their own plans. However, the shared experience was although their plans 
worked well in engaging their communities and providing coherent well considered proposals, they 
all had difficulty getting their plans acknowledged and taken notice of by planning departments.  

Why is it needed? 

New planning legislation (Planning (Scotland) Act 2019) gives communities new legal ‘rights’ to draw 
up their own Local Place Plans. However, there is considerable scepticism about how much influence 
these Local Place Plans will have when it comes to planning decisions.  

The group at Kinlochard agreed that any new legislation and guidance around Local Place Plans must 
ensure that they are taken notice of and that they contribute to the decision making processes on 
planning issues. True empowerment requires community control of plans and the potential to 
influence other plans, not be dictated to by Government policy or plans.  

How will the statement be used? 

We will send the Declaration to the Scottish Government to try to influence what is set out in the 
secondary legislation and guidance on Local Place Plans in 2021.  

Why we need you to sign the Declaration 

The more people that sign the Declaration the more powerful a statement it makes. We need the 
Government to understand the strength of feeling and the community perspective. You can sign up 
as an individual, as a member of a community group or as a community council as a whole.  

What does the Declaration say? 

The Declaration says that Local Place Plans have the potential to be very powerful and can help 
change Scotland and its places for the better, but only if communities have control over them. They 
need to be written by communities for communities, written in ways most appropriate to that 
community. Different areas and communities will want to draw up their Local Place Plans in different 
ways and this is important for the community to feel the plans are theirs.  If a community has 
ownership of their own plan, they are more likely to make what is in them happen and that could be 
key to changing our communities for the better. However, the concern is that Local Place Plans will 
be controlled by Scottish Government, because they have to comply with existing national and local 
authority plans and timescales. This leaves very little room for a community’s own plan and ideas to 
have any influence and they are unlikely to be adopted, so the process of drawing up a Local Place 
Plan becomes meaningless.  We have put forward eight conditions we think should be adopted by 
the Scottish Government to make Local Place Plans acceptable and meaningful for communities.  

Why does the Declaration talk about the climate emergency and place principles? 

We know that the climate emergency is massively important and is currently receiving a lot of 
attention from Government. We also know that the language in planning circles talks about place 
making and the place principle. We have used these terms to try to capture the attention of the 
policy makers, using the language and terms that seem to have some traction at the moment.  
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