
    MOORFOOT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Representing the Midlothian Villages of Borthwick, Carrington, 

 North Middleton &Temple, 
together with  the surrounding landward area up to the Moorfoot Hills  

MCC MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 5th May 2021, ‘zoom’ meeting 
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Present:  
Mali Purkayastha (MP) Chair 
Joanna McGrath (JMcG) Secretary  
Kerrie Bennett (KB) Social Secretary  
Lorna Crook (LC) Minutes secretary 
Lynne Morris (LM) Treasurer  
Paul McGrath (PMcG) 
Samantha Paterson (SP)  

Louisa Wilson (LW), N. Middleton resident and CC rep on Midlothian Roads 
and Paths group (MTrap) 
Cllr Cath Johnstone (Cllr CJ)

Action

1.1

Apologies:  
Kayleigh Morris (KM) Assistant Secretary 
Fraser Jervis (FJ)  
Gillian Cousin (GC), Midlothian Council  
PC Jason McFarlane (PC JMcF) Community Officer for Moorfoot, 
Gorebridge and Newtongrange
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Approval of March Minutes: 
MP approved the minutes, J McG seconded.

2.1

Matters arising: 
Item 2, rewording of constitution to avoid problem of finding representatives 
from each part of Moorfoot - leave till next month. 
Item 6, Pump track agreeing the proposal. James Kinch had been informed of 
our agreement. He had replied this would now go ahead as soon as possible, 
hopefully in this financial year. The equipment will be similar to other tracks 
going into other situations around Midlothian. Asking LW about whether 
there would be funds left to cover the other equipment hoped for. This would 
depend on costs. 
Item 11, funds for micro-grants. LC reported that Foundation Scotland will 
release £600  
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Police Report:  
A report was received from PC J McFarlane for April and this is attached. 
Gladhouse: MP reported that there had been much more police presence at 
Gladhouse Reservoir. Asked about the email received commenting on the 
working party’s proposals, MP agreed to respond, suggesting he contact the 
group. However, it would appear there is a need for the CC to be represented 
on this group. Joanna McGrath would be our representative on the group if 
required. 
On the subject of Community Police joining our meetings LC said that the 
Federation had been asking for at least a phone-in representation, but this was 
refused. Cllr CJ thought using ‘Teams’ might make this possible. As we hope 
soon to be back to face to face meetings, we agreed to leave things as they 
are. 
MP emphasised that PC MCFarlane had been very responsive to all our 
requests and comments. 

MP
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Planning update:  
Lady Brae/Mossend housing (21/00252/PPP) 
Hallam Land Management and CEG, Quadrant, 17 C/o Geddes Consulting, 
Bernard Street 
Application for planning permission in principle for residential development 
and associated works at land at Stobs Farm, Lady Brae, Gorebridge 
This is in the Moorfoot area. (LC had attended a pre-planning zoom last year 
and had made comments to the developers about the increased traffic this 
would bring to already congested roads and also about the right of way on the 
Southern border.) We should all look at the proposals and consider our re-
sponse. MP to find out timings on this. 

NWH Middleton Quarry Infill: At the Federation meeting Gorebridge CC 
spoke of complaints received about the increased volume of NWH trucks us-
ing the B6372 through Newlandrig and Dewarton and querying what exactly 
they had permission to do - was there any limit on the number of trucks? LC 
agreed to investigate as Moorfoot CC had set up a liaison group with NWH. 
Looking at the minutes of our meetings the group has not met since Novem-
ber ’18. LW had been on that group,  and would check for details and try to 
re-establish contact. We can report back to Gorebridge that there never was a 
limit to the number of journeys, just a restriction to the operating hours, 8-9 
Mon to Fri. and 8-12 Sat. Questioned at the time about how many lorries 
could be expected we were told it would be market led, but between 10 and 
30 doing 5 trips per day.

All 
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Update and review of Communication by the CC  
KB thought all was going well. 
We do not seem to have any interest in the Carcant panel position and she 
plans to re-share this post. 
KB will also share the planning application details.
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Federation Meeting: LC attended. 
Police Scotland - Sgt Michele Lindsay from the Community Policing Team 
and Inspector Jim Robertson, Deputy Local Area Commander gave an 
interesting overview and took questions. See Paul’s minutes of this as he was 
recording the talk and would have captured more detail than I managed. 
Subgroup on Developers Contributions is still trying to get advice from 
Scottish Gov on this. 
Community Council Elections and AGM’s : There is a proposal that we all 
have these at the same time to allow Midlothian wide advertising and to raise 
the profile of CC’s. 
Thinking about this, Moorfoot CC wondered about the practicalities for us 
especially after the difficulties experienced this past year with our own 
elections and trying to organise an AGM. 
Questions from Gorebridge CC see item 5 

Next meeting 19th May LC could attend. Anyone else?
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MTRaP update: 
FJ had attended. 
Nothing of particular interest to Moorfoot but LW will distribute the minutes 

Next meeting 31st May LW or FJ will attend.
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Chair report: 
Nothing further to report. 
Treasurer Report:  
LM is querying where the £600 micro-grant money has gone as she was 
expecting it to be paid into our account at the end of April. 
She has received the grant from Midlothian for £350. 
Micro-grant application received from Midlothian Crafters for a £50 start up 
grant to help provide materials. The group have a number of projects in mind 
eg to make things for the village children, get them interested in bee friendly 
plants, get them growing sunflowers. They hope to raise funds for the village 
hall while involving both the children and the group themselves in village 
activities. 
The CC agreed the payment of this grant and LM will send the money. 
Discussion arose over other village activities in N Middleton and if they 
required funding, but they seem to be self financing. 
However there is a need to refurbish/renew at least 4 village notice boards. 
Borthwick, Carrington, N Middleton’s on Borthwick Castle Road and one in 
Temple. How can these be funded, possibly requiring £2000 each. 
MP offered to look at funding. 
CllrCJ was asked about councillors environmental fund. She invited an 
application (to all three cllrs) but stressed that she and Cllr J Muirhead had 
agreed to use their money for the poor, and the children of Midlothian South. 
It also must be capital spend. 
The CC felt that the notice boards could be justified under these criteria. 
SP and LM will work together on preparing an application.

MP,
SP, 
LM 

9

Village Reports: 
Temple -the first Temple Old Kirk workshops took place this April with some 
20 people involved over the weekend. The next is on 23rd/24th May and 
information is on Facebook.



10

Cllrs Reports: Cllr Johnstone went  over her report and it can be seen at the 
end of these minutes. 
The CC expressed their dismay at the library being closed because of 
vandalism, but were assured that the Cllrs are asking for the repairs to be 
prioritised. 
The loss of the Leisure Centre in Gorebridge for a year and perhaps longer 
was also discussed. It is hoped that a number of other venues could be 
brought in to use for groups to meet. (Ellen Scott of Gorebridge Cares is very 
active on this) 
LC asked about any news on plans for the new Gorebridge High School. 
It seems a briefing seminar is being organised. There are many decisions to be 
taken; where it will be built and the land required, what type of school and 
what facilities it will have. (Rumours that it will not have a swimming pool 
are just that.) LC and SP will represent Moorfoot in any discussions. LC will 
contact Cath McGill for details. LC
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AOCB: 
When contemplating a return to normal meetings (item 4) KB expressed a 
preference for continuing with zoom meetings, or at least having alternate 
meetings in this form. For future discussion?
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Date of Next Meeting:  

 Wed 2nd June 2021 at 7pm  (zoom meeting details will follow)
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Cllr Johnstone’s report: 

All council mee+ngs, seminars and briefings are now done digitally. Although I am not hold-
ing any formal surgeries just now people are contac+ng me by telephone, email, le>ers, 
Facebook or other social media and some people have knocked at my house. The enquiries 
are the usual mixture of housing enquiries, school placements and appeals, potholes, park-
ing issues at Gladhouse and some business enquiries rela+ng to grants. 

The Council is s+ll opera+ng cri+cal services and there are restric+ons in place about some 
workmen or trades people entering into homes – unless for emergencies and some other 
services. We are now well on the way to loosening up many restric+ons in council and in the 
community. At Group Leaders mee+ng we have agreed a return to the normal cycle of meet-
ings – and which started a few weeks ago.  

I am geJng my maintenance chemotherapy on Monday and am currently self-isola+ng this 
week and next. I can s+ll be contacted by phone, email, facebook etc. But on Monday I will 
not be available. 

This is purdah and there is probably some items or subjects I can’t discuss just now.  

Work will start soon on a new junc+on and layout at the Auld Toll and Shell Garage (A7 and 
B704). There will be pedestrian crossings etc. Cllr Muirhead and I have been pressing for this 
for quite some +me. The work should be completed by end of June.  

Newba>le Community High School is now opera+ng as an asymptoma+c tes+ng centre, and 
Edinburgh College at the Dalkeith as the ‘ordinary’ tes+ng site – Newba>le will be closing 
soon and a new asymptoma+c tes+ng centre opened in Penicuik. Gorebridge Leisure Centre 
opened on 18th March 2021 as a mass vaccina+on centre, the le>ers have been sent out for 
confirmed appointments there. All reports I have received are that the centre is working very 
well and it is the Moderna vaccina+on that is being used. For the foreseeable future people 
here will receive two doses of the same vaccina+on.  

Gorebridge library remains closed – due to vandalism and the council is arranging a pro-
gramme of works to get this up and running as soon as possible.  

Due to the leisure centre being closed for its usual ac+vity Jim and I have been working with 
some community groups to get alterna+ves up and running, so that the groups normally 
resident in the LC can have a temporary home.  

Last mee+ng I men+oned there would be a bus development project to improve bus access 
at junc+ons, bus lanes, route development, linking east to west and west to east, a route 
into the Gyle, etc. That bid has now been submi>ed for the collec+ve bid for the area – we 
should hear back in June. 

At planning commi>ee a few weeks ago approval was given for a David Lloyd racquet centre 
at Sheri^all.  

Cllr Jim Muirhead and I are keeping in touch regarding developments in Midlothian South. 
We’ve discussed how to spend our environmental funds, and are keeping up to date with 
one another. We are open to sugges+ons as to how to spend this small amount of money.  

There are a few li>er picking groups star+ng up and if you wish one to start here the Council 
Offices can provide pickers, hoops, bags from recycling@midlothian.gov.uk and a pickup of 
the li>er advise contactcentre@midlothian.gov.uk of place bags have been deposited. 

mailto:recycling@midlothian.gov.uk
mailto:contactcentre@midlothian.gov.uk



