
    MOORFOOT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Representing the Midlothian Villages of Borthwick, Carrington, 

 North Middleton &Temple, 
together with  the surrounding landward area up to the Moorfoot Hills  

MCC MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 7th April 2021, ‘zoom’ meeting 
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Present:  
Mali Purkayastha (MP) Chair 
Joanna McGrath (JMcG) Secretary  
Kayleigh Morris (KM) Assistant Secretary  
Kerrie Bennett (KB) Social Secretary  
Lorna Crook (LC) Minutes secretary 
Lynne Morris (LM) Treasurer  
Paul McGrath (PMcG) 
Fraser Jarvis (FJ) 

Louisa Wilson (LW), N. Middleton resident and CC rep on Midlothian Roads 
and Paths group (MTrap) 
Sarah Anderson (SA), from N Middleton - Pump track consultation

Action

1.1

Apologies:  
Samantha Paterson (SP) 
Adam Bennett (AB) 
Paddy Holmes (PH)  
Gillian Cousin (GC), Midlothian Council  
Cllr Cath Johnstone (Cllr CJ) 
PC Jason McFarlane (PC JMcF) Community Officer for Moorfoot, 
Gorebridge and Newtongrange
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New members: 
We welcomed three new members to the CC, Fraser Jarvis, Adam Bennett and 
Paddy Holmes. 
LC suggested that as this brings our complement to 11 out of a maximum of 
12 that we should save the last place for a member representing Carrington or 
the outlying areas of Moorfoot. PMcG thought that if a resident is keen to join 
then he should be able. LC reminded the CC that any resident of Moorfoot 
can join a meeting, just not be able to vote. MP agreed that efforts should be 
made to find a representative from Carrington.  
  
MP asked us to be thinking of the wording of the constitution, altering this to 
avoid our current problem on representatives from different parts of 
Moorfoot.

All

3
Approval of December Minutes: 
MP approved the minutes, J McG seconded.



3.1

Matters arising: 
KB mentioned that CllrJM had said he would follow up questions on road 
repairs and how the council prioritises spending on repairs. Also how long it 
takes to follow up on a complaint from the public. 
MP will contact CllrJM MP

4

Police Report:  
A report was received from PC J McFarlane for March and this is attached. 
He also updated us on the particular problems of speeding and safety in N. 
Middleton, having spoken with the Road Safety Department in the Council. 

While there is acknowledgement that further work needs to be done on the 
east side of the village, extending the 20mph limit, installing a full width 
speed bump, plus maintaining the lines and signs already in place, the lack of 
crash history means that there is no justification for further spending from the 
road safety budget. There will be a speed survey undertaken after these 
improvements are complete and the results will be shared. At that time further 
measures might be considered. 

PC JMcF will continue speed checks in the area. 
FJ made the observation that speeding happens at quiet times when there is 
less traffic and obstructions. 
SA thought that a number of private cars were being used for deliveries 
during the Covid restrictions. Professional drivers in a branded vehicle would 
be concerned to be seen driving respectfully, should all delivery vehicles not 
have branding? 
LW felt that the MTrap engagement had led to these positive results and is in 
the process of pushing further ideas; 20mph stickers, cut-out policeman. She 
will use facebook to gauge residents opinion. This in itself is a gentle nudge to 
residents to slow down. 

5

Planning update:  
Broadlaw Quarry planning application - Following a useful meeting with 
Skyrora representatives and then a special CC meeting to look at all the 
documentation and fully discuss opinions, MP submitted our comments and 
observations to planning within the timescale. 
Roseberry Estates Woodlands - the plans have been made available to us to 
make comments. Alterations to woodlands do not require planning permission 
as such. All
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Pump track proposal in N.Middleton: LW and SA presented the results of 
their consultation in the larger Middleton area. Some 300 leaflets had been 
delivered, leading to 68 responses. 61 positive and 7 voting ‘no’ 
The biggest concern raised was the possibility of anti-social behaviour. We all 
agreed that offering youngsters in the 12 - 19 age group something like this 
was better than ignoring their requirements. 
Other concerns over safety issues and the need to exclude dogs will be passed 
on to James Kinch. 
It is assumed that future maintenance will be done by the Parks Department. 
Other issues raised; more seating, tables, keeping and improving equipment 
for younger children - all will depend on the budget. Could a bid be made to 
the Cllrs environment fund? Might a future bid be made to the Carcant fund? 

The CC unanimously agreed to the pump track proposal and MP will send a 
letter to James Kinch with our decision. MP

7

Update and review of Communication by the CC and the accessibility of 
the website: 
KB reported that in recent weeks 4 posts had gone on social media leading to 
lots of engagement. She has asked KM to assist in the administration. 
They spoke of the need to use ‘tricks’ to get folk involved, a comment or even 
an emoji being better than a simple ‘like’ 
Can we try to involve areas other than N. Middleton by linking with others’ 
Facebook pages. 
However, there is a need to set rules and a code of conduct. This is a public 
platform and we cannot tolerate any abusive or disrespectful comments. 
KB noted that other CC’s in the Federation were facing similar problems and 
she would engage with them to discuss solutions. 

On accessibility KB has looked at the Council advice on this and feels the 
amount of time and expense involved is beyond our capabilities. 
LC mentioned that the Federation was still discussing this, and we agreed to 
wait for further advice. 
In the meantime if the minutes are presented in pdf format on the website then 
they can be heard audibly. LC
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Federation Meeting: 
LC attended and noted the following as particularly relevant: 

• Developers contributions sub-group had a useful meeting and will be 
looking at Scottish guidance.


• CC website accessibility Fed will look at the guidance and get a draft 
statement for everyone to use


• Changes to MFCC constitution on use of electronic banking and holding 
virtual meetings - lots of discussion


• Local place plans, to replace neighbourhood plans, are rising up the 
agenda and will be necessary in the future when it comes to arguing plan-
ning decisions.


• Plans for Sherrifhall development - there have been so many objections 
that there will be a public enquiry.


• Edinburgh Airport flightpaths - Andrew Watt was very keen to get CC’s 
to return the survey and offered to give help with this. I took him up on that 
and then completed the survey on Moorfoot’s behalf.


Next meeting 21st April   LC could attend. Anyone else?

9

MTRaP update: 
LW had attended  - see item 4 
Further discussion points: 
• Proposal for 20mph across ‘all roads’ Midlothian was on hold but they are 

confident it will be approved, looking at this again April ’21 
• Active travel routes - cyclists not using cycle path, using roads instead…

ongoing discussion on how to resolve that and encourage cyclists to use 
designated paths and not be on the road eg around Dobbies. 

• Budget for road improvements… Barleyknowes Road discussed for 
improvements to signage. Gorebridge CC to progress this. 

• Discussed potholes and if there was a temporary substance that can be 
used..answer ’no’! 

       Next meeting 19th April. LW will attend. Any issues to be raised? 
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Cllrs Reports:  
Cllr Johnstone sent her report and it can be seen at the end of these minutes. 
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Chair report: 
Nothing further to report. 
Treasurer Report:  
LM  reports that on-line banking is now possible.  Two ‘signatories’ required 
and both PMcG and LC now approved to do this. 
Bill for consultation leaflets paid out of CC funds. 
LM has been advised that the Council grant is due to be paid and that she will 
have to make a new application next year. She will get advice from GC on 
this. 
LC to ask Malcolm Jack, Foundation Scotland, if we can have more money 
made available from the Carcant fund for micro grants. 

LC 
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Village Reports: 
Temple - MP has information on Temple Old Kirk events taking place this 
April to August. KB will arrange to have the schedule shown on the Facebook 
page KB
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AOCB: 
Gorebridge High School: Gorebridge CC will establish a subgroup to 
discuss this and invited Moorfoot CC to be involved. LC has volunteered to 
join the sub-group but would appreciate someone  with children of school age 
also getting involved - not necessarily a member of the CC. 

Litter Picking: There are a number of volunteers across Moorfoot going out 
regularly to pick up litter. MP suggested it would be good to advertise this and 
keep a running total of the amounts collected. How could this best be done? 

14

Date of Next Meeting:  

 Wed 5th May 2021 at 7pm  (zoom meting details will follow)
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Cllr Johnstone’s report: 

All council mee+ngs, seminars and briefings are now done digitally. Although I am not hold-
ing any formal surgeries just now people are contac+ng me by telephone, email, le>ers, 
Facebook or other social media and some people have knocked at my house. The enquiries 
are the usual mixture of housing enquiries, school placements, griEng, potholes, parking 
issues at Gladhouse and some business enquiries rela+ng to grants. 

The Council is back to opera+ng cri+cal services only and there are restric+ons in place 
about some workmen or trades people entering into homes – unless for emergencies. Al-
though we are now on the way to loosening up many restric+ons in council and in the com-
munity. At Group Leaders mee+ng we have agreed a return to the normal cycle of mee+ngs 
– and which started this week.  

Newba>le Community High School is now opera+ng as a tes+ng centre. Gorebridge Leisure 
Centre opened on 18th March 2021 as a mass vaccina+on centre, the le>ers have been sent 
out for confirmed appointments there. All reports I have received are that the centre is 
working very well.  

The budget mee+ng was a couple of weeks ago but we are s+ll wai+ng on final details from 
SG as the UKG have just had their budget. This has knock on effects and we await final con-
firma+on from NHS Lothian what their contribu+on to social care will actually be in Mid-
lothian.  

The hardship due to C19 have been heavily subscribed and there is now rising demand at the 
foodbanks – there had been a slight dip in the use of these for a wee while. In total Mid-
lothian Council has paid out £14.5m (to over 7,000 businesses). The council has formulated 
its capital programme spend and there will be nearly a £1b spent on this over the next few 
years – schools, housing, village/town regenera+on.  

The City Deal Commi>ee will be discussing Easter Bush and hopefully that will bring in 
£400m in GVA (gross value added) to the area which includes employment. There will also 
be a bus development project and we are looking at improving bus access at junc+ons, bus 
lanes, route development, linking east to west and west to east, a route into the Gyle.  

At planning commi>ee this week approval was given for a David Lloyd racquet centre at 
Sheriaall.  


