
    MOORFOOT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Representing the Midlothian Villages of Borthwick, Carrington, 

 North Middleton &Temple, 
together with  the surrounding landward area up to the Moorfoot Hills  

MCC MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 3rd March 2021, ‘zoom’ meeting 
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Present:  
Mali Purkayastha (MP) Chair 
Joanna McGrath (JMcG) Secretary  
Kayleigh Morris (KM) Assistant Secretary  
Kerrie Bennett (KB) Social Secretary  
Lorna Crook (LC) Minutes secretary 
Paul McGrath (PMcG) 

Louisa Wilson (LW), N. Middleton resident and CC rep on Midlothian Roads 
and Paths group (MTrap) 
Cllr Jim Muirhead (Cllr JM) 

John Goffin from the Gladhouse Working Group

Action

1.1

Apologies:  
Lynne Morris (LM) Treasurer  
Samantha Paterson (SP)  
Gillian Cousin (GC), Midlothian Council  
Cllr Cath Johnstone (Cllr CJ) 
PC Jason McFarlane (PC JMcF) Community Officer for Moorfoot, 
Gorebridge and Newtongrange
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Approval of December Minutes: 
MP approved the minutes, KB seconded.

2.1

Matters arising: 
Communication - KB apologised that she has been unable to carry out some 
of the action points on the website and twitter, but will soon manage these. 
Feedback on bus services - X95. CllrJM had sent an email update that there 
were no current plans to alter or remove this bus from service. 
Defibrillator expenses - a micro-grant application was received and payment 
made. N Middleton thanked the CC for facilitating this. 
Banking - PMcG is now a third signatory on the account. LC and PMcG still 
need to be approved for on-line banking.
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Police Report:  
A report was received from PC J McFarlane for the two previous months 
and this is attached. He has been updated on our two main concerns; 
irresponsible behaviour at Gladhouse Reservoir and speeding cars in N. 
Middleton. He will be monitoring these. 
There has been a lot of engagement on Facebook about speeding in N 
Middleton and residents are asked to continue to monitor and note vehicles. 
A number of suggestions were made: 
Contact businesses if employers seen driving irresponsibly. 
Re-painting of the pelican crossing. 
20mph signs on Borthwick side of village are obscured by trees -CllrJM will 
take up these two with Derek Oliver 
Speak to the School re parents driving too fast. KM? 
Could we organise signs on lampposts - we would need some idea of costs 
KM will investigate. 

Further information about Gladhouse area see item 9 

CllrJM 

KM

4

Planning update:  
Broadlaw Quarry planning application - Erection of stationary rocket 
propulsion and ancillary specialist equipment testing facility, and associated 
office and storage facilities.  
We should all familiarise ourselves with this application - check on 
Midlothian Planning Portal ref no. 21/00132/DPP and the email from MP on 
2/3/21 
MP will find out how soon we would need to respond to this application. 
KB will make our residents aware and ask for comments on our Facebook 
page. 
We should be thinking what questions/further clarification we would like 
from the planning consultant. All
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Temple Old Kirk:  The group, Friends of TOK, had originally been a sub-
group of the CC but this proved unsatisfactory as it made applying for funds 
more difficult and the group now needs to formally separate from the CC.  
LC proposed, and JMcG seconded, that Friends of TOK no longer be a sub-
group of the CC. Agreed unanimously. 
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Federation Meeting: 
LC attended and noted the following as particularly relevant: 

• Questions are being asked about the September deadline for Midlothian 
Councillors environmental fund money being spent. Figures of £40,000 are 
being mentioned as it is £10,000/ year and now 4 years have accrued.


Cllr JM responded to this first item: 
This fund had been stopped some 5 years ago but was now reinstated and 
elected members can use this money in their wards The three Cllrs for Mid-
lothian South will get together and invite bids from local voluntary groups. 
There are restrictions. It can only be spent on capital projects and can only 
be spent on Council property. They are considering an outdoor classroom for 
Stobhill PS. He hopes the money might help local groups who are struggling. 
He is unaware of a time limit but would like to see the money spent. 

• With talk of capital funded items being moved up the Midlothian agenda to 
bring employment to the area, it was noted by Gorebridge CC that the new 
High School for Gorebridge will require decisions to be made very soon. 
The last meeting was in Dec ’19 organised by Gorebridge Futures and 
Emma Softley and LC attended representing Moorfoot CC. LC asked 
Gorebridge CC to ensure we were part of any discussion. (Email sent to 
Cath McGill, Gorebridge Chair, asking that we be included in any meetings 
- positive response.)


• The new sub-group to discuss developers contributions will meet shortly 
and Paul was asking for examples of these contributions being allocated 
without CC’s being consulted. I sent him details of N. Middleton’s experi-
ence with the recent decision to build a pump park in the village hall 
grounds with the dev. contribution from Miller Homes.


• Accessibility regulations: see Paul’s email 25th Jan. Do we need to add a 
statement to our website?


There were a few other items to do with the Midlothian grant for CC’s, CC 
insurance and CC on-line banking. However LM is aware of these.
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MTRaP update: 
LW had attended and tried to get advice about the speeding in N Middleton.
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Update on play park equipment for N Middleton:  
LW is working with Sarah Anderson to leaflet the residents of N Middleton on 
the Council’s suggestion of a pump track, using some of the £68,000 
developers contribution from Miller Homes. James Kinch needs agreement in 
principal that the residents are happy with this proposal before going ahead.  
KM would like to see more benches and tables added too.  
When we see the feedback from the leafletting the CC will give its formal 
approval. 
Any printing costs should be passed to the CC.
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Update from the Gladhouse Working Group: 
John Goffin gave us an update on what the working group is proposing. 
First he outlined the problem. There has been a steady increase in both traffic 
and footfall in recent years but the pandemic has made the situation very 
much worse. He blamed the public’s irresponsible behaviour on ignorance of 
the outdoor access code rather than malicious, but the damage to the area is 
very real. He gave a number of examples of the damage experienced both the 
land and the wildlife suffering. 
The community group comprises representatives from local residents, 
landowners, Scottish Water, Police Scotland, the Fire service and Midlothian 
Council. They want to build a sustainable management plan to make the area 
safe and pleasant for all. 
First and most important is to control parking, and to this end a piece of land 
has been identified near the derelict Toxide Hall that could accommodate 40 
spaces. It is away from the reservoir itself, is flat and should be relatively 
cheap to do. Rosebery estate is making the land available. At the moment it is 
being costed as obviously funding will be needed. 
Second is going to be the traffic enforcement and control of the public access. 
To this end they plan to establish a Local Bye Law to prohibit all camping, 
fires and landing on the islands. This will be done through the Council, later 
involving Scottish Ministers. This procedure has been done before at Loch 
Lomond. It would require the formal support of the CC. 
Enforcement discussions will come later. 
The group meets again on 22nd March. We are welcome to email John if we 
have further questions. The CC gives its full support to the initiative.
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Cllrs Reports:  
Cllr Johnstone sent her report and it can be seen at the end of these minutes. 
Cllr Muirhead spoke of the finalising of the Council’s budget. Council tax 
will be frozen and the planned rise in tenants’ rents has also been frozen. 
As mentioned last month a number of capital projects are to be brought 
forward maximising local employment. There are three new High Schools in 
the pipeline due for completion by 2025, Gorebridge, Shawfair and the third 
by the A701/Easter Bush development. Planned council house building will 
be brought forward. Work will be done to improve the IT infrastructure in 
schools. Two new elderly care facilities are planned. Work on roads, footpaths 
and lighting will be done. Two new employees to drive these projects have 
been successfully secured. 
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Chair report: 
Nothing further to report. 
Treasurer Report:  
LM  reports that on-line banking is now possible. The defibrillator micro-
grant has been paid. 
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Village Reports: 
KB had advertised the CC meeting on Facebook and this had brought a 
couple of comments: 
Fly-tipping around Carrington and Temple. We agreed that we should respond 
to this with advice on letting the Council know of it. 
Pot-holes. These are repeatedly reported to the Council and there just is never 
enough money to deal with the problem. 
Temple - There had been a problem of dogs being poisoned, but this was 
quickly reported around the village.
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AOCB: 
KB asks that we send her a short piece about ourselves, preferably with a 
photograph to be put on our Facebook page. 

AGM - Our AGM should have been held earlier in the year but because of 
Covid difficulties with the election of new CC members and the handing on of 
the position of treasurer this was not possible. However, this must be held in 
the next 6 months. 
MP proposed and LC seconded that we shall have it at the start of the August 
meeting. This would require reports from the Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.

All
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Date of Next Meeting:  

 Wed 7th April 2021 at 7pm  (zoom meting details will follow)
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Cllr Johnstone’s report: 

MOORFOOT COMMUNITY COUNCIL – MARCH 2021 

All council mee;ngs and briefings are now done digitally. Although I am not holding any 
formal surgeries just now people are contac;ng me by telephone, email, leLers and some 
people have knocked at the house. The enquiries are the usual mixture of housing enquiries, 
school placements, griQng, potholes and some business enquiries rela;ng to grants. 

The Council is back to opera;ng cri;cal services only and there are restric;ons in place 
about some workmen or trades people entering into homes – unless for emergencies. Some 
services have stopped completely for example the libraries and leisure centres. At Group 
Leaders mee;ng I am pushing for a return to the normal cycle of mee;ngs – and which is 
due to start next week.  

NewbaLle Community High School is now opera;ng as a tes;ng centre. Gorebridge Leisure 
Centre will open on 15th March 2021 as a mass vaccina;on centre. The Council has been 
working in partnership with the MOD and NHS Lothian to get this up and running. From a 
Council perspec;ve the Leisure Centre is now good to go (9 booths) – we are wai;ng on vac-
cinators and a supply of vaccines from NHS Lothian. We are constantly pressuring the NHS to 
move forward with this facility for our residents. There have been complaints about the lo-
gis;cs of the programme for example people from the same household/home being offered 
appointments on the same day, different venues. This can be changed if people use the 
phone number or the web link on their leLer. However, there is heavy demand and people 
may need to be persistent. The uptake of the vaccina;on in Midlothian has been beLer than 
an;cipated.  

The R rate is coming down na;onally and locally however the number remains too high and 
the Council will be keeping to the SG recommenda;ons of lockdown. Schools are now pre-
paring for a possible on 15th March.  

This is the ;me when the budget usually gets done, and where we set council rents and 
council tax for the following year. There is the cross party working group for this. This will 
take place at the February full council mee;ng next week. The papers should be available on 
the council website today. At the moment it is unknown what the council’s seLlement will 
be.  

The inves;ga;on into the Croydon investment is s;ll ongoing but it’s looking like all the cor-
rect processes were followed and there is no untoward ac;vity surrounding the investment. 
Whether we invest in other local authori;es is a different ques;on en;rely.  

The hardship due to C19 have been heavily subscribed and there is now rising demand at the 
foodbanks – there had been a slight dip in the use of these for a wee while. In total Mid-
lothian Council has paid out £14.5m (to over 7,000 businesses). The council has formulated 
its capital programme spend and there will be nearly a £1b spent on this over the next few 
years – schools, housing, village/town regenera;on.  

The City Deal CommiLee will be discussing Easter Bush and hopefully that will bring in 
£400m in GVA (gross value added) to the area which includes employment.  




