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PRAYER TIME
Isn’t technology amazing - and sometimes frustrating too?! So, at this harrowing
time, even though we are apart, we are still together in Christ. For those fortunate
enough to have access to the internet, it is a vital connection to their family and
friends, and of course the church family. The TVP Prayer Circle, which normally
meets (in person) fortnightly, is now holding a ‘virtual’ prayer time at 7pm every
Monday evening. The format is flexible and includes a short time each of worship
through music, of reflection, of quiet contemplation and a time of ‘open’ prayer.
Feedback indicates that for those who are sharing this time of being together in the Spirit,
it has helped them to feel uplifted, encouraged, comforted and connected. Some of those
who are on the distribution list have forwarded the email to others outside of TVP, so our
church family is ever increasing! If you would like to share in this special time, it’s easy to
add your email address to the distribution list. Just contact marilynanne@btinternet.com
If you have no internet and are local, a hard copy can be popped through your letter box.
We would be delighted to welcome you!
‘Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus.’ 1Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV)

"In times of danger and of doubt,
When trials multiply,
Lord calm our fears
and still our souls,

Remind us of your truths of old:
Help us on You rely."

D G Leitch

wwwtynevalleyparish.co.uk

Pastoral Support While TVP observes government advice on social distancing and
self-isolation, neither the minister nor the elders will be making face-to-face pastoral
visits. We will, however, endeavour to maintain regular contact with the congregation
via the website, the forum and by telephone contact. Also, we are happy to help if you
need assistance with things like getting your shopping done, uplifting prescriptions, etc.

If you need help or want someone to contact you for any reason, please call
your Area Team Co-ordinator or the Minister.

For our March Messy Church we had to think quickly at the start of the
lockdown to see how we could adapt to the new circumstances. The

result seemed to be appreciated by the families as they looked at
Loving and Serving. What better theme at the moment. The story
of the 'Wise Man who built his house upon the Rock' reminds us

Sunday Services streamed from other churches:
10.30am and 6.30pm streamed from Jesmond Parish church in Newcastle
www.clayton.tv/find/explore/1993/0i0/6322/
10.00am Bonnyrigg Parish Church www.bonnyriggchurch.co.uk

JESUS BIDS US SHINE
I have always remembered the words of Jesus bids us shine since my childhood.
“Jesus bids us shine, with a pure clear light; Like a little candle burning in the night.
In this world of darkness, we must shine, you in your small corner and I in mine.”

With social distancing, self isolation and a worrying time for us all, I thought it
would be a good idea for us in Tyne Valley Parish, if possible, to set aside a
suitable time and a place in our homes to light a candle everyday then put it in
our windows. A chance to focus our minds in having a specific time for praying,
reading the scriptures and reflecting on any issues we may have. It would also
give us an opportunity to keep in touch by writing a letter, emailing and phoning
family, friends and those whomwe know would enjoy hearing a friendly voice.

It is only a suggestion but as we are all facing uncertain times, it may be that
sharing together in this way, we can play our role as followers of Christ.

“Jesus bids us shine first of all for Him, well he sees and knows it if our light grows dim;
He looks down from heaven, sees us shine, you in your small corner and I in mine."
Carol Robertson

that we have foundations. Not made of concrete like the house. When we listen to stories
about Jesus and how he was kind to people and tried to be fair and truthful, and when we
try to be like him, we are making foundations to help us to make wise choices. We make
lots of choices about howmuch we care about people and try to do kind things. An aim
for the week - try even harder to say kind words and do kind things to help others.

Wewould like to keep in touch with everyone - can you help?
TVP now has over 80 email addresses of church members who we will keep in touch
with, but we think that there are other members who use email who we don't have

an address for. Please help us to find these people and ask them to email
tynevalleyparish@hotmail.co.uk and we will add them to the TVP email address list.
We hope to continue sending out a monthly TVP Church newsletter, the monthly

prayer diary and any new developments that we start.

Keep up-to-date with what's happening in Pathhead during Lockdown
Check out the "What's on in Pathhead" Facebook page

mailto:marilynanne@btinternet.com


West Area are Zooming in!
West Area Home Group have been trying different forms of virtual meeting. An e-mail
meeting was not a great success, but Zoom worked well. Zoom is a video conferencing
app, and this week the government has used Zoom to hold cabinet meetings. Of course
our discussion was much more serious and important than that. Susan Simpson did the
research and sent out an invitation to "meet", which we all acknowledged. On the day,
it took us a little while to all get set up and accustomed to the format, but chat and
discussion flowed quite freely. We had six participants on this occasion and apart from
anything else, it was lovely to see each other again. The free version of Zoom is only
supposed to give you a 40 minute session, but 20 minutes in our time was extended
indefinitely. If you want to try it, Zoom runs on many platforms and is quite intuitive to
use. So why not Zoom in with your home group! Robert Simpson

Life on the Ark!
Ever wondered what they did on the Ark all day? It must have been quite boring!
Did they grumble? Did they fight?

During lockdown, TVP offers 'Life on the Ark', a weekly church activity for families who are
shut in. It is sent out each week to all the Messy Church families and also put
up on the church website. Each week, as well as a short message, there
are puzzles, jokes, crafts and games for one or more players. While the
first week had a Noah theme, other themes fit under the same 'Life on
the Ark' headline. No need to be bored when there's Life on the Ark!

Wondering what’s new at church?
Well for starters the website is new
so have a look!

If you’re fed-up with your own company
and wish for something to fill some time
during this Social Distancing then click
the COVID19 TAB; you may find a funny
poem or story. While on the FUN &
GAMES TAB . . .well, you’ll find some fun
and games, all designed to see us
through these trying times.

Is Sunday too long a day for the children?
Click the CHILDREN/YOUTH TAB, choose
MESSY CHURCH and let them lose
themselves for a couple of hours in LIFE
IN THE ARK - this will be a regular feature
during the lock down and maybe even
beyond! Messy Church Sundays will now
be MESSY CHURCH@HOME, so you can
join the virtual fun every four weeks by
going to this same page.

Of course it’s not all fun and games; for
those of us who need a bit of quiet time,
visit the REFLECTIONS/PRAYER PAGE;
we try to keep this new, fresh and
relevant with a prayer for the week
ahead, there’s also the monthly prayer
diary and a simple reflective thought

that you can carry with you throughout
the month, all designed to slow us down
and take time to think on matters close
to our hearts. Oh . . . and if you have a
favourite “something” that you would
like to share with others on our
FAVOURITES TAB e.g. verse, poem,
story, joke, or a happy thought (spiritual
or secular) then type it into the form on
the CONTACT PAGE click “send” and the
next thing you know the webmaster will
be preparing it for the Site.
Well now you have it - a quick run-
down of what you can do on a rainy
afternoon! Please visit, send your
comments, thoughts, ideas by using the
contact form and just let us know what
works for you; we'd love your feedback.

Finally, during the Lockdown we are
doing our best to direct you to any new
information on the site; you’ll find that
under “new content” on the righthand
side of the HOME PAGE plus the Minister
gives us a thought for the day to post on
his own page.

Stay well, stay safe, every blessing
to you all.
TheWebmaster

A Guided Tour of the Tyne Valley Parish Website - your virtual friend
wwwtynevalleyparish.co.uk

How to keep in contact with us
Along with all the exciting stuff happening with the revamped website, we have also
created an Internet forum, or message board; a place where we can hold conversations
in the form of posted messages. This is a little different from sites like Facebook or
Instagram in that our messages can be much longer and are archived in "threads" based
on topic. This is also the place where you can find all of Dale's "Thought for the Day"
posts and "Sunday Message" audio files. Hopefully this forum can develop into a way of
communicating just about all we do in the Parish; fromMessy Church, to Home Groups
and Prayer Circle, video clips of Sunday services, Impact, etc.

This isn't meant to replace the website but to enhance it by providing a more time-
sensitive medium for communication. To find it, follow the link on the website or plug
this into the address bar of your browser: tynevalleyparish.discussion.community
Once you create a user profile you can create posts, comment on other people's posts,
listen to the audio messages and join in on the audio chat sessions. Dale London

Afternoon Tea at Fala
Regretfully the afternoon
tea that the South Elders
Group had planned for Friday
24th April has had to be
cancelled. We would hope to
arrange another one when
life gets back to normal.

FOODBANK UPDATE
At the present time Midlothian Foodbank
continues to operate and donations of all sorts are still
needed. The Foodbank is running short of Tinned Fruit,
Tea Bags, Diluting Juice, UHT Milk and Meat Meals. As all
churches and halls are closed there are no local collection
points, but donations can be made at Tesco, Bonnyrigg
Road, Dalkeith. If you are not able to make a food
donation then give consideration to making a money
donation. The Midlothian Foodbank bank details are -
Bank of Scotland, Dalkeith, Sort Code 80-22-60, and the
account number is 18008466.

Peter Adebayo Some of you will remember Peter who spent a year with us in TVP in
2005/06 and was largely responsible for setting up PYP. Peter is living n Abuja, Nigeria
involved in missionary outreach through evangelism, mostly to students. Peter has
emailed this week saying howmuch he misses beautiful Scotland and expressing concern
for us in the present crisis always assuring us of his prayers for our safety. He asks us to
remember him, his family and his mission team who are also now having to self-isolate
and work from home as Abuja is in lockdown. He says they have found comfort in Psalm
91 giving them a deep assurance of God’s comfort and protection and hoping it will also
strengthen us. Peter asks for our prayers for God’s protection over the less privileged
children and missionaries they work with in rural places far away from healthcare.


