
     
Chairman’s Report 
This has been a year of change for Moorfoot 

Community Council with two of our longer serving 

Community Councillors and Office bearers retiring 

at the AGM. We’d like to thank Margaret Munro 

(Secretary) and Ian Quinn (Treasurer) for their 

previous years of service to the Community. 

  

It is always good to be able to welcome new 

members to our Community Council, and this year 

Kate Buxton (Borthwick) and Dave Picken 

(Temple) were elected at the AGM, and Wendy 

Fraser (Catcune) was co-opted to fill a further 

vacancy during the year. Each year, 1/3 of the 

places on the Community Council are available for 

election, so if you can spare some time for a 

monthly meeting and would like to help your 

Community, why not stand for election at our 

AGM in February?  In particular, we would benefit 

from additional representation from Temple and 

the Western part of Moorfoot. 

  

As Chairman, I attend the Midlothian Federation of 

Community Councils, and also represent them on 

the Community Planning Working Group (CPWG) 

at Midlothian Council. This year I was asked to 

become chair of the CPWG and I am also a 

member of the Care for People in Emergencies 

group, the embryonic Community Resilience group 

and the (very small) working group looking at the 

future Midlothian Scheme for Community 

Councils. All of these activities give me the 

opportunity to highlight issues that affect the rural 

parts of Midlothian, including Moorfoot, in 

meetings that would normally be biased towards 

considering the areas of denser population. 

 A significant role of the Community Council is to 

monitor and comment on planning applications, 

and this year we have been concerned with the 

proposed Taylor-Wimpey development at 

Harvieston and various potential Wind Farms in the 

surrounding area, as well as the more routine 

applications. 

 If you have any concerns that you would like us to 

raise on your behalf, get in touch, or come along to 

any of our monthly meetings, which are normally 

also attended by the Community Police and one or 

more of our local Midlothian Councillors. 

Ken Adam, Chairman 

Moorfoot Community Council 

chair@moorfoot.org.uk  

 

 
Village Reports 
Borthwick, Catcune and Fushiebridge 

Last winter the old school at Borthwick was finally 

sold and is currently being transformed into a 

family home.  

In the spring the congregation of Borthwick church 

said their goodbyes and thanks to the Rev Graham 

Leitch. Services at Borthwick are being maintained 

pending a new appointment.  

Concerns about the deterioration of boundary walls 

in Borthwick were taken to Midlothian Council. As 

a result the landowner has consolidated parts of the 

stretch between the old school and the bridge. The 

“B” listed wall round the garden opposite the scout 

camp is to be further examined.  

Carrington  

Carrington has had 

a quiet year with 

our local roads 

back up to scratch 

and boy racers 

departed.  There 

have been quite a 

few changes to 

Carrington's 

population.  Sadly a few of our elderly residents 

have passed away leaving spaces in their 

neighbour’s daily lives.  Hopefully the newcomers 

will bring the same community spirit we had from 

those we have lost. 

Our new-year bash in the village hall will be 

advertised on the notice board along with other 

local events so please try to keep an eye on this, (it 

is on the church wall beside the post box.) 

We also have a website for the village which Sue 

Mitchell has set up, so anything you would like 

added please let her know.  From country dances to 

indoor bowling, all can be listed. 

 

Temple Area 

During the heavy 

rain in July a 

landslip above 

Temple village 

closed the B6372 

road from Penicuik 

to Gorebridge. 

Following 

investigation work 

in October, carriageway repairs will be carried out 

early in 2013.  
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The final phase of the renovation work at Temple 

village hall has now been completed with a new 

sound and light system installed. There has been an 

increase in the number of events, groups and 

individuals now using the hall. We are grateful to 

the funders and all the volunteers who have put in 

so much effort to get the work completed. 

 

The weather for the annual village fete in 

September was glorious. There was the largest turn 

out for many years and all enjoyed high teas, stalls, 

games and much more. Over £1500 was raised. 

  

We had our own Olympian with Freya Murray 

from Temple completing the marathon as the 

fastest British woman in a time of 2 hours 32 

minutes. She said, ‘The experience was absolutely 

amazing from the run to the parade back home.’ 

 

North Middleton 

Following the 

introduction of 

a new 

roundabout 

and 40 mph 

speed limit at 

the Kirkhill 

View/Dewar 

Park 

development, 

Moorfoot Community Council has again asked 

Midlothian Council to consider the introduction of 

a 40 mph speed limit at the junction of Borthwick 

Castle Road and the A7. A response is awaited.  

The derelict footbridge which forms part of a Right 

of Way, and is close to the Scottish Water depot in 

North Middleton, is being considered for repair. 

Moorfoot Community Council in conjunction with 

Scotways are endeavouring to have the bridge 

repaired and clear the Right of Way, but difficulty 

is being experienced in establishing who owns the 

footbridge.   Perhaps you can help? 

 

Wind Farms 
The Scottish government has set a high target for 

renewable electricity (50% by 2050) and is trying 

to encourage all forms of it. Consequently many 

developers are looking for suitable sites. 

Mount Lothian Wind Farm Proposal –  

Developers’ statement 

‘Wind farm developer Wind Prospect is currently 

consulting on a proposal for a wind farm 

comprising up to 12 turbines at Mount Lothian, 

south-east of Howgate in Midlothian. 

 

 

 

  

Wind Prospect is currently undertaking a 

comprehensive set of studies to evaluate the Mount 

Lothian Wind Farm proposal’s potential impact on 

aspects of the environment including ecology, 

landscape, visual amenity, noise and archaeology. 

This process will identify constraints to 

development and suitable solutions to 

environmental issues.  

More detailed information about the proposal is 

available by visiting the project website 

at,www.mountlothianwindfarm.co.uk  

 

The proposed scheme has already caused concern 

for local residents. Information against the scheme 

can be found at 

www.pepawind.org.uk.  

 

Carcant Wind farm  

Community Fund 
How the funds were spent 2012 

 

1 Carrington Village Hall received £2000 towards 

new chairs and new insulation to improve comfort 

for all hall users. 

2 North Middleton Village Hall Association 

received £592 towards new energy efficient light 

bulbs. It is hoped that these will reduce energy 

consumption of the lights by 80%. 

3 Moorflix Community Cinema received £1000 to 

purchase speakers and equipment for films.  

4 Moorfoot Community Council received £350 to 

help with the printing of their annual community 

newsletter. 

5 Moorfoot Primary school Parent Council 

received £1000 to deliver a Forest Schools project 

for Primary 1-3 pupils. This builds on the 

programme delivered for older pupils last year. 

6 Temple Nursery and Playgroup received £1000 to 

buy a new resource pack to support the emotional 

and social development of children.  

7 Temple Village Hall received £1000 towards 

audio equipment for the hall. 

 

The next round of grants will be April 2013.  The 

funding, it is now managed by SSE and application 

forms can be obtained from their website at 

www.sse.com/Ccommunity/Funds/Carcant 

 

Application for grants from the EON wind farm 

funding should be made to Moorfoot Community 

Council. 
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Borders Railway Report  
In September 2011 Scottish Ministers announced 

that, they would be asking Network Rail to deliver 

the Borders Railway.  Since then Network Rail and 

Transport Scotland have been preparing the 

necessary documentation and expect to be formally 

appointed around the end of October 2012.  Since 

the passing of the Waverley Railway (Scotland) 

Act in 2006, various tasks have been progressed 

including the acquisition of all the land required to 

build and operate the railway, the relocation of 

many services including water and gas mains, de-

vegetation works, demolition works, riverbank 

stabilisation and the design of the railway and all 

associated structures.  

 

Further advance works are scheduled to take place 

over the next few months. In 2011, Network Rail 

constructed a section of line in the Millerhill area 

which will connect the route to the main line just 

south of Newcraighall station.  

 

In 2012, the former Eskbank station footbridge was 

removed from the former site and presented to the 

Waverley Railway Heritage Society where it will 

be incorporated in their heritage railway currently 

under construction at Whitrope in the Scottish 

Borders.  Both of these events can be seen on You 

Tube.  

It is currently anticipated that, once Network Rail 

are formally appointed, the main works will start 

early next year. 

  

Taylor Wimpey 
 

Proposed housing development at Harvieston.  

 

Full planning application is due to be lodged by 

Christmas 2012. The development, which lies on 

the northern boundary of the Moorfoot Community 

Council area, comprises about 300 houses, ranging 

from 2-5 bedrooms with 5-8% of the houses to be  

 

 

social housing. The anticipated rate of construction 

is 30 houses per year but this may increase to a 

maximum of 60 houses per year. The impact on 

health services and schooling may lead to the need 

for additional capacity.  

Moorfoot CC pointed out to Taylor Wimpey that 

there is a potential for flooding on the site. Taylor 

Wimpey has taken professional advice but is 

interested to hear local information. 

The centre section of the site is not suitable for 

housing due to the presence of peat. This area will 

become the children’s play area. Other areas of the 

site will need ground improvement measures 

before building. 

www.taylorwimpey.com 

 

Liaison with the Police 
Most months, a Community Police Officer gives 

the Community Councillors a report on local 

issues.  

 

Moorflix Community Cinema  
Moorflix was lucky to be awarded two grants in 

May to purchase film equipment suitable to show 

films in all the village halls in Moorfoot. They are 

very grateful to Moorfoot Community Council 

whose grant went towards audio equipment. They 

now have high quality fully portable kit and are 

keen to encourage the village halls to show their 

own films. If you would like to get involved, please 

get in touch. 

Details for this season’s showings see 

www.moorflix.org.uk 

  

 

MOORFOOT COMMUNITY 

COUNCILLORS 
Chairman – Ken Adam  

Representing Catcune 

Email – chair@moorfoot.org.uk 

Vice Chairman – Ed Stanley 

Representing North Middleton 

Secretary – Doris Stanley 

Representing North Middleton 

Email – secretary@moorfoot.org.uk 

Treasurer – Sue Mitchell 

Representing Carrington 

 

Councillors –  

Dave Picken, representing Temple 

Shona Hamilton, representing Carrington 

Derek Scott, representing North Middleton 

Wendy Fraser, representing Fushiebridge 

Kate Buxton, representing Borthwick 
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Moorfoot Community Council 
For more details about  

Moorfoot Community Council please see 

www.moorfoot.org.uk 
 

DATES FOR MEETINGS,  

 

All held in the village halls at 7.00 p.m. 

2012 Wednesday 5
th

 December – North Middleton 

2013 Monday 14
th

 January – N. Middleton 

 (NOTE DIFFERENT DAY) 

Wednesday 6
th

 February - North Middleton 

Wednesday 6
th

  March - North Middleton 

Wednesday 3
rd

  April - Temple 

Wednesday 1
st
  May - North Middleton 

Wednesday 5
th

  June - North Middleton 

Wednesday 3
rd

  July - North Middleton 

Wednesday 7th August - Temple 

Wednesday 4
th

 September - North Middleton 

Wednesday 2
nd

 October - North Middleton 

Wednesday 6
th

  November - North Middleton 

Wednesday 4
th

 
 
December – North Middleton 

 

 

Details of A.G.M. 

Moorfoot Community Council 

A.G.M. will be held on 

Wednesday 6
th

 February 2013 in 

North Middleton Village Hall at 

7.00 p.m. All welcome. 

________________________________ 

Twinning with Ivry le Temple  

 

 

 

 

The twinning relationship between Moorfoot and 

Ivry le Temple in Northern France has continued 

successfully in the past year with Temple residents 

visiting France, and a group from Ivry spending the 

weekend of the Temple Fete here, with a further 

visit in October.  

In addition to the fete, our guests have been 

treated to a Ceilidh and evening meals at Temple 

village hall. They also visited Dawyck Gardens 

and Traquair near Peebles and Rosslyn Chapel, 

as well as a short visit to Carrington and a brief 

tour of Edinburgh and the Royal Mile. 

With very limited resources we are committed to 

building a long lasting relationship, which will 

provide opportunities for all interested residents 

in Moorfoot and Ivry to get involved. 

Details at http://twin.moorfoot.org.uk/ on the 

Moorfoot Community Council website. 

 
 

 

Colin Beattie MSP 
Thanks to the generosity of ex-councillor Colin 

Beattie who contributed his Environmental budget 

to Moorfoot, we have been able to provide new 

gates, fencing and benches and have goal posts 

installed in the park at Temple.  

 

North Middleton will get flower tubs at the 

entrance to the village and another bench in the 

park. 


